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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

25X1 1. GCeperal, The construciion of the indictment and of the factusl
pasis of thwe trial was so obviously artilicial and falsa that it
bordered on clumsiness. The trial had such o broad scope becauce
it wos setually & strurele for saheolute power over the Party and
the State bet reen Goltuald and Blansky, an atternt to juctify the
eoonomic foilure of the Commmist verime, and an anti-Semitic
ceryalen ordered by loseow, probebly for reesons of intermatiomal
policy tisrael V-the Arvah States).

2.  The politicel-economic aim of the trial wes cleerly evident from
the course of the trial. TFor trial reasons, i.e. to prove the
guilt of the carefully selected accusad, it was necessary to rro-

\ ject this scone apainst a backerourd of treason, sabotasre, and
eepioaapre. This frovevork was uwneonvineing fror the factual point
of view, because it was based largely on fictitious and purposely

distorted evidence; Iikeuwise frorm the forral roint of view, the

5 statements of the accused rive the clear inpression of rerorizsd

\ and corefuily prepared lectures. It can therefore be presumed

; that the wide publicity given to the Srial by the Prarue radie

will ecertainly f2il to have the Aesired effoect on the rasses of
the population «- on thn contrary it prevides a rich source for
anti-propasranda ratorial.

. The reasons why such a trial was even staped {there had lons baon
" doubts that it would tobe ploce) are nostly a wmetier of speculie
“tion, The economis sitvation was corfainly one oY the rain reaw-
301i&. The acts of sahctara invalving hillions of Ozech Crovmsz,

2 which the zocused ennfes-ed, were 1o provide an excuge in the eyesn

\ the Gzechoslovak mublic for the Adeecline in the standard of
dne in Czechoslevekiz and for the failure to IR the ever

ing Jerands made or the Czechoslovak infustry by lloscow. The

vipation of Titolenm was also undoubtedly an importunt motive,
waan e no doubt that even weny ardent Czechinslovak
tste (sc~colled matisnalists) disaereed vith the shareiess

wence of the Soviets in the intrrmal affairs of Uzecioslo-
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vakia, and €het even the Corrunict vank and file w re proving tired of
the foreible inmitatine of "slouing Soviet exzarvles’. The weroval of
the Jwrigh element fror the leadirp positions in the Party, rovernrent
und adrinistration has long bean & part of Gtalin's poliey, and uas pro-
bably dictated by l.oscow. :

The surprisine faotor, however, in that the trisl clearly deronstrated
4~ every Crechoslovalr Corrunist tiet the Jeadsrship of the Corrunist
Paruy was in the hands of v-rsons whor the trial classified as scarps,

traitore an? sries, and that 1t e been in their hands Tor lony yeurs

(in the case of sore of the uccured, thoir activities arc said to date
bask rany yeors before lorle lnr IIS, ar? that Juring this ertive pe-

riod of tims they enjoyed the enrfidenec of uie Party and loscow. The
entire trial, in my oninion, shous the rublie that these hiph Porty and
poverrrent cfficials sxtended fheir neforious activities throuphout the
state “nbto every ssctor of pubiie life, whethsr econorie, political, or
military., Tror this voint of wiew, the puhlication of details on the

course of the trial was ohviously ter propapenda, whiel rurt necessori-

Iy eroate disaprointrent, ristrust, or even hopelessness miony the or-
Axnary Corrurietr, and uncertainty and fear of the future aron~ the lor-
runict of ficinls.,

The initiati- n of the trial was swiden, with-t any previcus not'ce,
On 20 Tovember 1952, at (7.00 hours, the Proenwe radio annourced that
&% 09,00 hours on that cay, the rraceelinps +oull berin. In this can
be seen an element of vrecaution, an? it can be prersured that other ex-
tensive safety remsures were ‘cken, The delay in’the openine of the
‘»ial {one year hsd elapse? since the arrert of lia s¥v) ean be attri-
mted to several cireurmstancer. 4 Ion~ period of time must have bren ra-
cuwired for niecing topether e matorial for whe trirl to rake the pie-
ces fit torotier and give the irmprescion of a rroat chsspiraey arainet
the state, It rust have clso talen the sccused a-¢onsicerable Jenpth
of time to meropize their confescions, |

‘uhile Opi-

mon ha Lo e acngicered., uwlonsky, tor inrtoree, shortly before his
arrest; in July 1951, Yad received thie hirhest Cormunict orger.

This trial is rerely the operdirs of a s riec of other trials involvigy
of Tenters of o lawer caternry, This is anparent sinee there were a
murher of w tnesses at the trial, an’ a nurbee of offieciels naned, “ho
are unler arrest. she lodter wers either des‘rnated as ~irect rervers
of the emmeplratorial espionere center or as traitors, spiss; saboteurs,
or benmrasis natiomnliasts. dpert fror that, the aceused thercelves tes.
tified thot they wd o lure2 nurber of callaherators of all catorories
in every sector of the Farty ar stite orporotus. ’

The trial itself can be eclacwified as the prantest to tale place ina
Corrunist dorimated ecuntry during the paat 16 yedrs, i.e. since tha
time of ths ‘reat Purre in the USSR (Zinovev, Tulthackevoky and their as~
geciates). It is the preatest wot only in the nurber of seccused, thelr
position and significancs ir the Party and state, but also in the ex-
ont of infinence which the trial hes and will have on the internal
structure of the Party, on its peneral noliey, and on Czecnslevak pube

% lie opinion, whether pro- or anti-Corrunist. .

{t is quite possible that this trial was a necessary neasure Yo precads
e armounced Conpress of the Corrmniet, Party of Czecinslovakisz, vhich was

\  be a cony of the recant Corpress of the Corrmnict Party of the
B, and ot whizh 8 vew reneral rolicy of the Furty vos to ve outlined.
Ve to the inaururation of this Consress, tie Party had to oo

%d of a1l elements oprociny the Loscow line. .

‘\.g;,; within the Party. Fror the point of view of security within
waunist Party, the trisl prerants a very sad picture to the ore
“omrmnist. lie learns thot all thsse Cormuriet lecders wers of
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wourpeols oripin, tiuet they iere mot real Cormunirts at all (many of
than not even from the time they joined the Party), that they wored
arninst Party irterests, and *hat they had been betraying it for Jong
years..

i : ~ . n
Clerentis’ release fror custody in :ranze

with

i 1940, 1t is tru~ thet fresident Zenes and other Czechiozlovak polie
“ieians shoved a prest interest in his releasn This intovestiwas raine
1y dictated by the fact that Clerentis was z Jlovak intellestual and
men of letters, the, clanse whlch Clerentis had to sirn pri-
e 5o his release consonted of o pledre to the ef "ect that "o vould not
onrose in any poiitica’ activity en thée sdil' o i'revce. Thic wos the
usual forrula in such cises, ond wes not in amr 'my specd f‘1mjlv adjust-
3t o Dlerentis! ease. The testimony of Jircn._;, 'ﬂo arneare” bheforn the
Uourt as a ferrer rerber .of the Surete faticmsle, an? rho had 1lleredly
been nresent at the resotintions rith Clementis, ie "ulse an? was pro-
bahly extorted. It is trwe, hovever, that Clerentis fell from the prace
of Toscow follovine his release. This harvened beconse he disapresd
with the views held by losecow at that tire on e wur hotveen tna est-
ern Powers and Gorrany (the Soviet Union, at thet tine neviral and pre-
raring to sz.gn the well-ltnown treaty with Gerrony, ¢lissified *his war
a8 o hourgeols affair vhich vonld weaken the porties invelved and orild
thus assist the Soviet Union), ond hecause he had a]]bwed himself to be
freed from & bourgeols prison by bourpeois politiciansg nd had thus
hpgltated to suffer for the Corrunist ennse. ; S

i
The evi‘ence arainst Slansky and RClein shout the berinnine of their
collsboretion with the Czerhoslovalk nolice in the first instance and
the Gestopo in the second instance eives the lmnression of posi~
» fabyicution. .

fi

In the case of those who were accused of besirrine 4:icir trensornble
sefivitiss in lngland, the facts can be boiled doun to the staterent
that some of ther a@lfi positicns in the official ar-mratus of the pro-
vielonal Cmaehosloval Govermpent 4in London (Frejka, Siine, Lloshi);
there ey raturally earrisd sut their official duties, whether uel‘i
ap badly, ant this *he trinl classifie? as a crime.

Geminrder, wiom the indictment tried to deseribe s an 1m3ostor of lose
gey importancs and an ci? traitor, was nlaced in Prarue by !'oscow ag
& oipnifieant rerber of the Cerinform and, while in power, poverned
{zechoslovak policy, sspecially "= the intermational field, from bew
hind the scernes and in acecoriance with instruetions fror loscow.

411 the accusad,) rer ~
cne hundred per cent farmbical leormunists who fell vietim either to
their persomal aspivations or tec 2 deviation from the pemeral line,
snd were then selsched ag sacevificial larbs for the failures of the
rerire. :

It ray be interestipe to note tie tone of hatred towards Denes which
rrevailed throushout 1o trial, while the nare of lagaryk, avart from
¢ne reneral instapce, was not rertioned at all, althourh this would
rave heen lorieal in connectien with Clenentis. | |
thot the trial gave Bares a certninly undesirnd publiecity ocrone the
cnti-Corrunist elemsnts of the Uzechsslovay porulation,
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Lrial also touched on
4 . and rore or ie
WA NE &1 aervaztion, in rerard Lo Slans Eeiein, and
inted resctionary of Picers of high rank to hipgh
8 i the drey, and trat they intentionnl’y and syeteratically
reni the ?mrrp’mv gf the Gzechesloval Arry of Faseist elements

. aventad dts ropeneratioh in the rowular darascratic sririt. Ths
aocused pleaded pulity Lo el of the indiewmwni,

1

“he followine officers were rentionsd in the triol as beire resstioni~
vieg, who most prcbably are now in prisont

2. lieneral Josef Partik Formeviy in Hinlstry of Interior,
in Februasy 1948,

. drmy General Bohumil Bocek Former Ohief of Steff, arcarding
' o a reference in the trial ale
retay sentenced tor tresson snd

eaplontga.,

ti..  Hir Fopse 4, Ludvik Dudin last assiprrent 111 dir Force
Uoeps s Urno.

. Ipdp Usneeal Pudolf Bulands Assistant Devuty to the Chief of
Genamal otaif.

@, sy Genersd Simon Drgde Forrer Chief of Staff.,
£ teneral {(Vaelav?) Crnec Former Chie” of Artillery in the

¥inistry of Jatioml Defense.

g. Army veneral Karel Klapalal 1'ox*n’er Corrander of the ! $ Nitie
st iet in ?mmeo

I, Lt. General fouril (£ru) mrent unknowns after 1945
HL mresidiunm of the
Ntiomal Defevce.
4 syy UGeneral Zdensk Hoval x'rr-« ar Cor andapr of the Second Mi-

‘L"' ict in Srno.

SR Canaral Josef Pavel i'orrer deraty faniscer of Hationald
iy, o

¥ H

&Y, Gareral frontisek Talasck  last ass
aoat i

prrant. Commander of IV
I,

The following anti-carmnist of fleers wers mentioned:

2. Aymy Yeneral Antonin Hasals Forrar chier’ of tae Military Section
ot tne UPfies of the President of the
fapuniie, av present in the USA,

szl Karel Janoussk Forrer Czecheosloval Air Vorce Come
mandey who i in nrison for atterpb-

1wz Lo escaps.

P Lir Foree Gea:

2. dawmy Genaral Alois Liske Forrar Corrander of the Staflf Colleps,
at present in insrland,

2. General Urantisek Foraves Forrer chief of Iatellirence, who eése
coped aftor the conn d'etat, (Vds
mmmmuea only &s beine ehiaf of the
£35 in fnrla nd during the war.)

3o Biv, Generai Heliedor Pika Porewey Deruty Chi rn" of Staff w’qrs was
T oroaited.
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tost of the high-rantine officars mentioned in peracraph 18 neted as ,
Jfervestt Corrurists. follovwine the coup 4d'etat in 134%: vany of them

hefore that
et from oF

It zan ba snid that all of ther did ne not fror conviction,
er and czreerisn, All wers ardeni servints of the 1=a-
bean veroved fror the Arry long bafore the arrest of Slan-
thn secome of the purpe of officers of hourpeolis origpin and

T Westarn Adoctrires, .

tois

3 interesting to note that the former Iin qtﬁr of iletionsl Seeurity,
day Roprivi, has steeesded in evalding the doek and that the respon-
1ity for ihe lock of vipilance and failvres of the sesurity organs

11 on his denwty, Sveb., e had been deprived of his roast as linister
Batioms] Seeurity, but reapreared shorily aftervards in a falrly hiph
rost at the Linistry of Imterior. It is prebeble that the victorions
¥ine of the Commnist Party is indehted to bim for some important service,
andd 1t is U ra possihle that he will appear a~ain in the future in
zome kay position in the Party or State.

It is also imteresting that there was no rention in the trial of Arry
Ueneral Ludvik Svoheda, forrer hinister of Fational Defense, later Depu-
ty Prime Linister and head of the State Office for Physical Trainirg and
fport. He wes oved fror the Goverment on 8 Septerber 1951. Although
he later arpenrzd about twice in public as a martisinont at sama ralehri..
tion, it is obvicus thet hn is Aestined Yor cklivion and liquilstion.

P&

e . F . . N . 03
Benionare fooysations, Iun the ratter of espionape, i.e. in the deliver-
¢ of seerst inforpation to foreisn Fowers, the confessions of the ae-
=nsed were weslest and fabrication was most armrvent.

in some cases, contact with representitives of destern Fowers, which toak

place in the line of official duty, was considered as esriomape. This

=ainly con-erned dlerentis and his rerresentatives (fenuties) London arnd
Hajdu, and thelr contacts with diplomats of the Vestern Powers; the save
21lmo apriies to hoe representatives of tha inistry of Foreirn Trade
Losbl and Yurpoliugs Reicin's conbact with the Yuposiav bilitury Attache
mrior Lo tis Cominforr'®s denourciection of Tito as a traitor ean likewise
b considered as an official contuct. » Tito's Yuroslovia altorscther played
rtout rele in the trinls all were chaveed with collaborsting with
sroslavia prior o her ~eparture from tho Corminform, and it was elaimed
it they knew, o should have known at that time, that Tito wvas a traj-
Lo Corvamd s ) ' :

i the” thaet he furnished inforration of an intellisence nature
Pike while the latter was hesd of the Czechoslovak l.iiitory

ihe USSR, |

Thelr reld.
TLONS Were :ersa_ &ven n0sLlle, which iz nmuargl in ovhe case of wo per-
sons who wers ideoloricully, politiecally, ond verronally antagonist
it is possible t’"at Slansky told Pika that he would rive him some infor-
vetion on Unechoslovak partisans. It is alwost certain that Slansky ne-
ver pave hin suel infeorration.

S

Thn wesgtirony of Barkovsky with reference to the Tefter invitirg S tnnsky
to escane to the Jest was not stresssed in either the 1nf‘1r~tr~¢=nt or the
court rroceedines. llowevery . the in'ereception of this letter wes undonb-
tedly one of the rajor factors leadins to the avrest of »,»lanuky, Gott-
velid deelared in-a smeeeh on 7 Decerber 1251 thot "undeniable evidence

T
SSCREY
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win thr g the pqmcsrzng' sy ios o o
zine and vremeing the: esonpe kiuwz‘.x

e evacch Gottwalsd adritied Lhmt e Wnt
peearoront svas not vet iv posses~ion of

irno our hi
Lt orea
° ;
.

28
! .ny cnrzc:x'éete
wing that Sloneky vag 4 diract snemv o7 the State
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> trinl bas cortaialv aveatad on ammortuna aituntion for
T, fmt only from the ranks of anti-Comeunist elermnts s, it alen

< T tnoss Cormnd ot individuals vhe have go fE2 not boen afe
oS, !"r'c".':m:‘ that sooner ov loter they will be zhos e a8
for some Corrunlst fdilure or $31 vietin to 8

¥ tals was borre in min? by the authoritics

in
1 4o stare the trial at tie end of Noverber, i.e,

e Trom Crooti ib'mkja i=s mode vVery f‘ﬁ‘f’lgul e

Yy the enow con’itions on the nountains at the box'nor

R
el

T
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“he defection of Corrunict officials attached to diclomatic sicsions in
the Jesntorn lntions should likevise be rade vasier os 2 resull of Lie
dal.  Haeh recall, each order for an official trip to Prarue will be
interproted ss 2 esirn of displensure or rmictrust jeading to interropation
un? arrest. This will certainly aprly even to those who 2ve not awars of
any transprescion againct the rerive or the Party. Tyrical of this is the
coga of Goldrtuscler who arprared 28 a4 wvitress at the trial., le was Cnee
choslovak Uinister to Jsrael ven h» received an order trans - ine hi~ to
Stockholm.  ile was arderesd to fravel to his new assiemrent via Proeue,
insuspecting, he was arrested In Pracue ns a Zienist ronster of Slens'v
end Clier~ntis. . »

“here sun be no doubh thnt the Draconic serntences just messed by the
Stete Court, and the murher of crrests which preseded an? »hichk will ser—
cartainly follow th trial,will uscrve, at lenst terporarily, to pro-
tdues an intimidatine ef"eat on th» rowdation.

Un the other hand. the trial pove ¢ cu-tainly undesired {ang Dasically
incorrect) . rvieturs 'te the affect tial asvionare, salotape and
other activities harmful to the Coramist verive in Czeshoslovakia

have besn carriad out on the hirhest levels of tie Party and State ape
raratue for a lons reriod of time — wobsarved and without runishment.
The simpds citizer murt have the imrrerrion that nothine reraing a se-
eret frar the Jlostorn pouers an” thet rothine can »aip a- seeret. The
prestire o0 the “lest has unroubtadly srown i tan ares 0" the anti-Core
Tusist part of the Caec aslovel ropultion, and se 'vig the aprreciation
0" the Uesticpossitilities of in”iltratisn beitind the scene of Czor’iow
siovak rolitiecal an” ceonoriec 1ife,
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